106                    NAPOLEON III

Before leaving for the seat of war to assunn
personal command of his armies. Napoleon issuec
a proclamation, declaring : "I desire no con-
quests,  but I  resolve firmly  to  maintain m)
national and traditional policy. I observe treaties
on the condition that no one shall violate them to
my disadvantage. I respect the territory and rights
of neutral powers ;  but I boldly avow my sym-
pathy for a people whose history is mingled with
our own and who groan under foreign oppres-
sion."    The campaign was brief, bloody, and
decisive.   On the 4th of June, 1859, the Austrians
were   routed   at   Magenta,     Two   days   later
Napoleon and Victor Emmanuel made a triump-
hal entry into Milan, and on the 24th the Allies
defeated numerically superior forces in the battle
round Solferino.

Up to this point Napoleon had gained glory
and the gratitude of his ally. Lombardy had been
conquered and Milan occupied. He himself had
been under fire on the bridge of Buffalora and
had displayed some aptitude as a general at
Solferino, directing operations from the tower of
Gastiglione church and grasping at once that the
key to the position was the village from which
the battle took its name. He had, moreover,
derived inspiration from the battle associations of
his uncle with this territory, writing his despatches
at the desk which the great Napoleon had used,